
UNCLE SAM AND SOUTH AMERICA.ENORMOUS'OPENINGSFOR TIRADE
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Purchases to the Amount of

$600,000,000 Going A-Begging.
The Immense Business of Ger¬
many, Great Britain and France
at a Standstill.What the Sev¬
eral Republics Need and Some
of Their Specialties.Shoes for
the Babies and Mantas for
Women.The Trade in Auto¬
mobiles and Electrical Machin¬
ery, Steel Rails and Locomo¬
tives.The Need of American
Steamers and the Question of
Return Freights.Big Money
in Banking and Other Invest¬
ments.
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( ( A N 1» a vision appeared to Paul/\ in the night: tlierc stood a^ man of Macedonia, and'pfayed
him, sayinn: 'Come over into _.\lace-douia, and help us!' "

This from Acts xvi. 0. is the text of
: . I'nelc Sam represents St.
;i*iil Soutli America. Macedonia,

'ill- i'ry is one of preat need, and the
sound (hereof llies across tin- oceans
from one continent to tin- other. II is
the cry of more than r>0,000,000 souls,
and it voices a need of thousands of
millions of dollars. It tells of the
wants created 1>y the warring nations
of Kuropc, anil il begs I'ucle Sam to
send his goods over the seas'sii satisfythem. It is a composite ,-ry, »flnlde upof .ill our sister republics. I.isfcn a
moment and hear how big the cry is.
It represents a trade of hundreds of
millions of dollars. In 1012 Great I'.rit-
nln sold South America $'270,000,000worth of poods. The sales of Ger-
maiiv amounted to $157,00o,000: thoseof France t" more than $100,000,000,and in addition, Austria and Bef(Tiumeach had a large share. These woods
were scattered far and wide over theContinent. An equal supply is demand¬ed this year, but it is shut out by the
war. Truly the cry from Macedonia Isloud.

Now Mop again and listen moreclosely! Out of the composite, you canhear the voices of the individual coun¬tries. That of Chile represents the lossof J7D,00<MiOO in foreign supplies fromGreat Britain, Germany and France.The country is aliVe to its needs, amithe government Is subsidizing steamersto bring our poods here to make upthe deficit.
But what is that shrill, small cry

s from the top of the Andes'.' It personl-flea the wants of Bolivia. It says: "Ihave been buying goods from GreatBritain to the amount of $26.000,000 a
year. Germany has been sending meher wares to the amount of $4,000,000,and I have been buying $2,000,000 ofFrance. My wants now are the same,and I rely on the United States to sup¬ply them."
And then the voice of Peru! "Myneeds last year supplied by the Britishcost m& $1 4.0O0.000. 1 got goods to theamount of $3,000,000 from Germany,and of $2,000,000 from France. Whereshall those goods come from in 101 a?"The same sounds are heard fromKcuador, Colombia and Venezuela. Theimports of each country represent mil¬lions; but they are drowned by thebegapbones of the mighty republics onthe ICast and Southern Atlantic. Theneeds of Brazil and Argenrtnn areenormous. bast year Argentina paidGreat Britain $120,000,000 for her dailysupplies, and she got $:.2.000.000 worthof good.M from Gerinan\ and $34,000,000worth from France. The purchases ofBrazil from the same sourci amountedto more than $125,000,000, and. In addi¬tion, was the enormous trade with Bel¬gium, Switzerland, Austria ami othercountries, now tied v:p by the war.

Indeed, the foreign trade of SouthAmerica bulks large in the lia.de of theworld. Within rec >r>t years the exportsto that continent of the three greatmanufacturing countries now at warhave been averaging about six times
.'<» much as their exports to China. In| IS 12 their sales to South America

JZvisry wzirndisT-Wca -r°ri c/zcsj^cA "

amounted to almost a half-billion dol-
lars, while their exports to Clttia dur¬
ing that year were less than $S0,000,000.

¦' Here are the figures: the United King-j
(loin sent exports to the amount of
$245,000,000 to South America, and of
only §54,000,000 to China; Germany sent
$ 1 !ir>.000.ooo to South America and only
$20,000,00*1 to China, while the exports
of France t<> this eontinent amounted
to $5-1,000,000. in eontrnst with only
$2,000,000 to China.
The imports from South America of;the countries at war have been quiteJ as large, so that the trade altogether

represents, as I have said, more than a
thousand millions of dollars.

I do not like figures. They are a poor
medium* for the conveyance <>f thought.
They are all right for an Isaac New-
toil, but they slide from the back of the
ordinary intellect like water from the
buck of the typical duck. Still it is'
only by figures that we can net an Idea

jot' the trade losses caused by this war
in ICurope, and of the wants which
Uncle Sain has now a chance to supply,
The warring nations are among the
great traders of the world. Great
Britain stands first and then come Ger-

j many and France, with Belgium and
Austria each doing its share. The total
foreign commerce of Austria, Russia,

j France, Kngland. Germany and Bel-
glum amounts to more tflan $20,000,-
000,000. That of Grfeat Britain alone
approximates $7,000,000,000, and that of
Germany is more than $5,000,000,000.!
France in Its trade with foreign na-

j tions employs more than $1,000,000,000 j
a year, and Austria and Ktissla each
more than $1,000,000,000. Little Bel-
glum has a foreign trade which exceeds
a billion ami a half. ~

Here are some striking figures of the
imports and exports for 1013. Jn that
year llelglum sold $715,000,000 worth of
goods. Russia f SOU",000,000 worth, and
Austria $575,000,000 worth. These were
the small merchants. The . sales of
Great Britain all over the world In that
year amounted to more than $3,000,000,-
000; those of Germany were almost $2,-
500,000,000, while France came in .with
her share of $1,750,000,000. Kach of the
warring nations bought almost as
much, or more than it sold, making, al¬
together, as I have said, a foreign com-
lucre*' amounting to $20,000,000,000 of
our money.
This gives some idea of the oppor-

tunities offered -to the United Slates In
the increase of its shipping and bank-
inn and trade. Our foreign commerce
!n 1013 was more than $4,000,000,000.
We shall have to Increase it over 500! per cent to equal the value of that of
the nations at war.

i But lei us get flown to brass tacks.
I once bad an Interview with Mrs.
Hetty Green, the richest woman of the
world, in which she told me that herj mind refused to comprehend more than
$1,000,000 at one time. It Is the same
here. I,et us divide, the sums and look

j at the Items. Here are some selec-
lions from the myriad wants of the in-
dividual countries which *show just
v.-hcre the trade Is and what we might
do.
Take this little republic of Chile, with

Us population of 3,000,000 or 4,000.000,
mid begin at the. bottom. The natlbn
buys Its footgear from outside nations
by the thousands of pairs, and the
American shoe is so popular with the
better classes that out of the suppliessold last year more than 11,000 pairs
came from the United States, 8.000 from
Great lJi 1 La in, 0,000 from Germany and

2,000 from Prance. We led in the tr-tde,
Init we should havo to more than
double our business to supply the pres¬
ent demand. In babies' and children's
shoes wo did practically nothing- The
sale of such goods amounted to 170,000 !
pairs, and of these only 1,000 came from
our country. On the other baud,Kroner, sold (50,000 pairs, Great Britain If. 1,000 pairs and Germany 40,000. What jChilis wants to know is wheth>r the ;United States can supply the lack of J11)9,000 pairs of shoes for her babies'
bare feel.
There arc many other goods which

come almost entirely from abroad.
This is so with toys. More than two-
thirds of them have come, from Ger¬
many and France, and the Christmas of
1011 will be lean unless Uncle Sain
sends the playthings.
And then take olir cotton and woolen

mills. We have been shipping less than
a million dollars' \*orth of textiles per
annum to Chile, whereas the sales of
Great Britain and India have amounted
to more than $10,000,000; those of Ger-
many to more than $7,000,000, and of'
France to something like $3,000,000. The
total amount of goods of that kind
tiiat has come from the countries now
at war is twenty-five as great as that
from the United States> This means
that an increase of 2,500 per cent in
our sales of textiles to'Chile is amongthe possibilities. ,Ii must be remembered, however,that the trade is a special one. These
people have their own styles and wants,and they will not stand being made the
dumping ground for the American fac¬
tories. They use all sorts of staplegoods, such as cottons, woolens and
silk.s: but fit the same time there are
many specialties peculiar to the coun¬
try. Omi of these Is the black shawl
or man tas, which every woman v. ears
in church and on the street. The most
of those have come from Germany,France and Great Britain. All klndB
of passamenteries sold arc from Ger¬
many and France, with only a small
supply from Great Brltriin. The bulk
of the carpets Is .-from the United
Kingdom and Germany, the most of
the underwear from Germany and the
United Kingdom, and the blankets are
from Germany, Great Britain, Belgium
and Spain. All the cotton lace comes
froi* Kuropc, and all of the thread. The
ribbons are mostly from r* *iany and
(.'ranee; and Japan is the leader In the
selling of handkerchiefs.
As to the manufacture of ste£l, our

trade with Chile, thanks to tho' steel
trunt, is rapidly growing. Neverthe¬
less, the most of the Iron and steel still
pomes from IOurope, and there are op¬portunities in all varieties of such
manufactures. The country is usingabout T>,000 tons of corrugated iron
and 111,000 tons of galvanized iron per
year. Of the first, ibree-rourths lias
tome from Groat Britain, and of the
second, Croat Britain has sold 14,000tons. We annually sell about 1,000tons of corrugated Iron and sometljtiTglike 4;ooo tons of galvanized Iron toChile. In this same line Belgium hasdone a big business.

1 could write a whole letter on (.hoopenings for raili-oad materip'.s, (ndthat not only to Chile, but as to al¬most every South American coun'ry.Chile Is now taking about 1,000 tonr. ofreight and passenger cars per annum*she buys in the neighborhood of 2,0tons of locomotives and also thousandof tons of steel rails, railroad spikes

The. onjyszatlm t/us\£f the wotn erancZzlc&xr-

ilshplates nncl car wheels. In all of fold. It Is the same with the Jocomo-the.se things the United States has a tlve and car business. I have onefair trade, hut iiorniany, France, Mel- statement showing that Chile took lastglum and fireat Hritain are doing the i year 341 freight oars from Mulgluiitbulk of the business. The sales of the and "4S from <5r«-at Britain. while fromsteel trust, however, have been steadily the United States it not only sixty-growing, and with'tVie present oppor- eight. In that same year we sold abouttunitics they should Increase many one-third of the locomotives, the bal-

.
atico going to Orout Britain and Ger-
ninny. JuKt now Chile lias under way
cnormouti railroad extensions, and her
supplies will have to conic from our
country.
The electrical possibilities arc largo,and they demand nil sorts of machinery.Every town of any slise has electric

cars and electric lights. The countrytook nbout 400,000 pounds of electric
bulbs last year, of which the built camefrom Germany, less than 20,000 poundscoming from the United States. Manyor the big: mining companies use eloc-rtlclty to operate tholr works. The
Guggenheim copper plant at Chuqulca-niata. which will be one of the largestof the world, recently awarded a con¬
tract for its clectrlcal supplies to aGerman company. Theso Included a
steam plant on the coast and it trans¬
mission line seventy-five miles longfrom there to the mines. That con¬
tract may have to bo carried out byAmericans. Tiicro Is a great deal of
electricity used In the nitrate factories,
and there are big- opportunities for ad¬
ditional supplies in the street car lines,
many of whlili aro owned by the Ger¬
mans. Most of the cars nro of German
construction, the only native thing
about their operation being the woman
conductors who take up the fares.
And then the trade «for automobiles.

This Is rapidly opening up, not only in
Chile, but in every Uatln-Amerlcan re¬
public. There are more than 2,000 auto¬
mobiles now In Mexico City, there are
Il.ooo in Klo Janeiro, and ho many In
Buenos Aires that the dogs there have
to cross the street on the run. Many
of the machines 'come from England,
Germany and Franco; but they are be¬
ing displaced by our cheaper American
piak os, whlili arc now to be seen In
almost every large town of the Con¬
tinent. There is a demand for motor
trucks In the cities. And ho 1 might go
on country by country and Item by
item. The field Is so vast that there
Is hardly an Industry In the United
States whose goods are not needed tn
some parts of South America. The
wants comprehend every variety of
manufacture and almost every article
that the United States makes.

An almost Imperative demand for
this trade is American ships, and those
so backed by the government- that
they cannot fall to pay a good protlt.
It Is probable that Chile and Peru will
subsidize their llii'-s of steamers, ami
send them through the caual to our

j Atlantic ports. Our government should
do the same as to American vessels eu-
gaged In the South American trade.
Until now practically the whole of Ibis
trade has been in the hands of the Kng-
lish and Germans, and they have so
combined that our steamers could not
compete with them. They have given
such rebates to the South American
exporters that our vessels could not get
return freights, ami this Is.^especlallyI so of coffee and other large products.
We have been buying something like

^70.000,000 worth coffee a year fromBrazil; and for every cup on our break¬
fast table wo liavo had to pay a toll tothe (Senium and Kngllsh shippingtrusts. subsidized by their governments.Since 1S40 the United Kingdom has paidout about $300,000,000 In such subsidies,Franco ban beeh paying $8,000,000 a
year In bounties of one kind or another,and Germany has built up her enor¬
mous Hblpplng through subsidies andbounties. Practically all our exportsand Imports have been carrled In for¬
eign bottoms, and wo havo beon payingtaxes not only to the ships, but also to
the banks, all the money transactionshaving been carried on through l.u-
rope. As It Is now, our foreign com¬
merce amounts to more than $1,000,000,-000 u year, and of this, nine-tenths goenby Hen. Our exports last year were
moro thnn $2,000,000,000 and only 9 per
cent of tlicm were carried In American
vessels. Kstlmatlng the cost of freight
and the banking at only 5 per cent, wo
have been paying enough In such
charges to build a Panama Canal every
two years.

Our freights to South America shouldbe the cheapest of the world. We take
a lar«e part of the exports of that con¬tinent and the vessels which brifigthem should carry back Americangoods at low rates. Wo take about 40per cent of all the exports of Brazil,and the ships that brinx our coffee andrubber should return filled with Amer¬ican goods. We are taking vnst quan¬tities of Argentine, meat, and from nowon there will be a Meet of chilled beefsteamers coining from Uruguay andArgentina to our Atlantic ports. Thoseships havo to go back, and they shouldbe loaded by the American factories.We take a vast quantity of nitratesfrom Chile, which should give us cheapreturn freights to that country. Th«Bethlehem Steel Company expects tocarry northward a million tons of Ironore every year, and its shins shouldannually carry down the west coast amillion tons of American goods In re¬turn. Our tin sliouhl come direct fromBolivia instead of going around by Eu¬rope, as It has In "the past; aiid thecacao we get from Kcuador and Colom¬bia should give cheap rates for ourmanufactures on their return. In fact,the trade between the United Statcitand South America Is at the edge ofIts beginning, and If our exporters amithe government will do their part Itwill become one of the great assets ofthe industrial America of the future.But the trade Is only a part of thobusiness. South America Is a continenton the edge of Its development. It of¬fers possibilities for many millions Inthe development of its mines, agricul¬ture and other natural resources. Itoffers endless opportunities for capital,and the surplus American millions canbe sent down here arid made to breedlike Australian rabbits. As It Is now,Kuropc lias more than $4,000,000,000 in¬vested ill the various republican-ami thomost of this Is owned by Prance, <ier-
many, Great Britain and Italy. Someof it is in lands, some in mines, somein factories, some In railroads and a
great deal In concessions of variouskinds. The Germans own the street
cars of Santiago and Valparaiso, andthey get enftrmous dividends therefrom,
(Copyright, 1914, by Frank G. Cur-

penter.)

FIFTH AVENUE-MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK

HTHE NEW TWELVE-STORY ADDITION FRONTINGA ON MADISON AVENUE, by the ereiftion of which the
Store of B. Altman & Co. now covers an entire square block,

will be opened to the public on Monday, Odtober 5th, 1914.
Large and comprehensive assortments of new Merchandise are beingshown, including Apparel for Men, Women and Children.

T he Services of the Mail Order Department are at the disposal
of patrons residing out of town. A copy of the Autumn and
Winter Catalogue will be mailed upon request.

All Charged or Paid Purchases (including heavy and bulky shipments) will be forwarded Free ofCharge by mail, express or freight to any point in the United States. The methods of shipment areoptional with B. Altman & Co. and no discounts are allowed.
All Charged or Paid Purchases not exceeding twenty pounds in weight will be forwarded Free bymail to all Territories, Possessions or Foreign Countries where Parcel Podt rates apply.


